
“Fingerprint Portraits”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Fingerprint Analysis 
Working in groups of 3 or 4, students will create 
a collection of their fingerprints on index cards 
using the side roll method. After each member 
has made prints, groups will exchange cards. 
Students should classify the fingerprints and 
write their classifications on the back of the card. 
You can google “finger print classifications” to 
find reference material for students to use. If 
time allows, exchange cards again. It is important 
to gain a consensus! Note: This portion is 
adapted from this lesson. 

Step 2:  Discuss and Plan  
Have students study the self portraits of two or 
three artists. Ask them to identify the central 
elements of art and what the portraits tell us 
about the artists. Have students identify two 
ways this looking activity will influence their 
work on their fingerprint portraits. Also have 
each student identify at least one element he or 
she plans on using to communicate something 
about his or her own personality.
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Step 3:  Create “Portraits” 
Students will print their fingers with black ink, 
then scan the resulting prints into the computer. 
Using a photo editing program of your choosing, 
students should alter their prints in a way that 
gives the viewers a deeper insight into their 
personalities.  !
Tip: Take this lesson a step further by having 
students display their “portraits” with artist 
statements detailing how their alterations reflect 
deeper aspects of their personalities.  

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Create unique fingerprint 
portraits using photo editing software 

Materials 
• Index Cards 
• Stamp Pads  
• Technology: scanner and photo editing software

Motivation 
• Have students vote: Do you think that 

fingerprints should be admissible in court? 
Discuss and analyze the results as a class. 

• Have students explore the history of fingerprints 
including usage in court cases. Can they find cases 
where fingerprints have wrongly or rightly 
convicted a person of a crime?  

• After researching, have them revisit their original 
answer. 

http://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/forensics/finger-lesn.cfm
http://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/forensics/finger-lesn.cfm

