
“Self Portrait with a Cartoon”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Tutorials
This makes an excellent beginner project 
because it requires only a basic understanding of 
Photoshop.  

Make sure students are capable of cutting and 
pasting images and using layers and an 
understanding of the transform capabilities such 
as scale and rotate are needed.  To gain the 
knowledge needed, have your students run 
through a few tutorials before starting this 
project.

Step 2:  Creating the Interaction
Deciding which character the student wants to 
interact with is never an issue. Students will 
quickly select a character. However, deciding on 
how the student and the character will interact 
takes more thought. To encourage the students 
to be creative, have them write a list of 10 or 20 
ways they could interact with the character. This 
will push their thoughts beyond something 
common like standing next to the character.

Once they decide on an interaction, they will 
need to consider how they will pose for their 
photo so as to create the interaction. 
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Step 3:  Putting it All Together 
Once the students have their images, all that’s 
left to do is combine them in Photoshop. They 
will need to scale and rotate the images. They 
may need to erase or cut parts out to really bring 
the interaction to life. This is a higher level type 
of thinking that can be challenging. 
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Objective:  Students will be able to use photo 
manipulation skills to synthesize a hand drawn 
image or cartoon, a photo of themselves, and a 

separate background image.

Materials
• Image of cartoon character, photo of self, 

background image
• Computer graphic application i.e Photoshop
• Drawing tablet (optional)

Motivation
• Begin the lesson with a discussion on cartoons 

and live video footage in movies. 

• Movies selections for discussion could range from 
Mary Poppins, to Pete’s Dragon, to Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit to today’s computer generated 
movies such as Alvin and the Chipmunks and even 
The Hobbit.


