
“Found Object Sculptures”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Drawing
Pass out sketch paper, pencils, vine charcoal and 
erasers. Demonstrate how to draw one of the 
objects using a pencil. Demonstrate how to draw 
one of the objects using vine charcoal.
Have students spend the class period drawing 
different objects.

Step 2:  Demonstration 
Discuss how clay can be used to recreate an 
object. Have a student pick an object for you to 
recreate. Have a class discussion about what 
techniques would be best to create that object. 
Examples of techniques include, coil, slab, ball, 
etc. Recreate the object. Be sure to discuss the 
need to score, slip, and smooth when attaching 
pieces of clay together. Review how to add 
pattern and texture by pressing into the clay with 
different tools.
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Step 3:  Student Work Time 
Students will choose objects they wish to 
recreate and sketch their final choices if they 
hadn’t done so during the sketching day. 
Students should plan which techniques they are 
going to use to recreate their objects and decide 
if they will make any changes.

Once objects have been created, dried and fired, 
they can be glazed or painted to add color.

Tip: It works best if you have enough objects for 
each student to have his or her own. 

Tip: The objects are to be used as motivation, 
they do not need to be copied exactly.
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Objective:  Students will create clay forms 
using found objects as inspiration.

Materials
• Found Objects
• Sketch Paper, Pencils and Vine Charcoal 
• Clay and Clay Tools 
• Glaze or Paint 

Motivation
• Set out different objects before students enter 

the classroom. 

• Have students discuss the question, “Are these 
objects art?” 

• Ask students to have a conversation about how 
they would make the objects out of clay. What 
methods or techniques would they use? What 
would they change about the objects? What 
would they keep the same? 


