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Progress Indicators 

This matrix sets out indicators that show how students might progress in key aspects of the visual arts in levels 1 to 5 of
The Arts in the New Zealand Curriculum. The visual arts exemplars, which are available in print, online, and on the CD-
ROM, show many, but not all, of these progressions.

Although the matrix is set out as a table, which may suggest linear progression, this is not intended.  In practice,
learning in the visual arts is spiral in nature, incorporating earlier learning and building on itself.  The matrix is an
indication of possible signposts in students’ learning journeys in the visual arts.  Students will travel in many different
ways.

ACCESS THE VISUAL ARTS MATRIX ONLINE AT www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment/exemplars/arts/visarts/index_e.php

LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4 LEVEL 5

THE VISUAL ARTS MATRIX

KEY ASPECTS
OF LEARNING

Developing Practical 
Understanding and Skills
(PK, UC)

Explores the use of elements and principles.

Explores the qualities and effects of
materials.

Uses a variety of techniques, tools, materials,
processes, and procedures.

Identifies elements and principles and
explores ways of using them.

Uses a variety of techniques, tools, materials,
processes, and procedures.

Applies knowledge of elements and
principles (in relation to a particular 
purpose or context).

Explores conventions, procedures, and
processes to make objects and images.

Uses a variety of techniques, tools, and
materials.

Applies knowledge of elements and
principles with some understanding.

Demonstrates an understanding of
conventions, procedures, and processes.

Uses a variety of techniques, tools, and
materials with some understanding.

Applies knowledge of elements and principles
for a range of purposes.

Demonstrates an increasing understanding of
conventions, procedures, and processes.

Uses a variety of techniques, tools, and
materials with increasing understanding.

PROGRESS INDICATORS

Developing Ideas to 
Communicate an Intention
(PK, DI, UC)

Expresses ideas in response to a variety of
motivations.

Uses imagination and observation.

Uses invention with materials.

Develops ideas in response to a variety of
motivations.

Uses imagination and observation.

Uses invention with materials.

Generates and develops ideas in response to
a variety of motivations.

Uses imagination and observation.

Uses invention with materials.

Generates ideas using observation and
imagination.

Develops ideas in response to a topic or
motivation and selected artists’ works.

Generates, develops, and refines ideas in
response to a topic or motivation.

Incorporates in their own work ideas and
conventions used by selected artists.

Viewing,Analysing, and Responding
(How is it made?
What message is conveyed?)
(CI, UC)

Talks about their own and others’ art works. Describes how and why meaning is conveyed
in their own and others’ art works.

Identifies the means by which selected
objects and images communicate different
kinds of ideas.

Explores and describes how the use of
different media influences the
communication of ideas in selected art
works.

Describes and evaluates how ideas and
processes communicate meaning in selected
art works.

Viewing and Researching
(Who made it?
Where, when, and why was it made?
How is it valued?)
(UC)

Identifies everyday objects and images.

Recognises the purposes of art works.

Identifies everyday objects and images.

Recognises the purposes of art works.

Investigates the purposes of selected art
works and identifies contexts in which these
are made, viewed, and valued.

Investigates the purposes of selected art
works and identifies contexts in which these
are made, viewed, and valued.

Investigates the links between the 
production of selected art works and their
social contexts.


