
“Blue-Prints”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Draw the Grid
Talk with students about why an architect may 
need a grid on a blue print. Using the white 
crayon, have students create the grid with out 
without rulers, depending on the grade level.

Step 2:  Print the Building 
Have students dip the edge of their cardboard 
pieces in the paint and print lines and shapes to 
create a building. Stress that they are to be 
printing, not painting with their materials. 
Demonstrate how to create different shapes and 
lines. Suggest that students leave details for the 
next step.

Grades K-2

Line, Shape

Step 3: Details
Once the paint has dried, use the white or silver 
marker to go back and add details like shingles, 
bricks, and door handles. You may need to review 
the lists the class created during the motivation 
lesson. Older students may want to add labels 
and/or measurements to their blueprints.

Tip: Use this lesson as a connection career paths 
in art. 

Tip: Extend this lesson for older students by 
adding in a measurement element. 

Tip: Extend this lesson by having students also 
create a floor plan for their buildings. 

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Students use drawing and 
printmaking to create a blueprint for a 

building of their own design.

Materials
• Blue construction paper 12x18
• White Crayons
• White or silver tempera paint
• Cardboard scraps
• White or silver markers (optional)
• Rulers (optional)

Motivation
• Explain to students what an architect is and how 

buildings have a purpose. Practice drawing some 
buildings on white boards.

• Questioning: Why do people need to draw plans 
for buildings? What kinds of things would you 
need to put in a blueprint so that the building is 
completed the right way? What would happen if 
information were missing from a blueprint?


