
“Mola Collage”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Draw, Cut, Glue. Repeat.
Students will look at animal photographs as 
motivation.   Students draw an animal on colored 
construction paper.  Then they will cut out the 
animal, and glue it to a second sheet of colored 
construction paper.  They will cut a ¼ inch border 
around the animal.  Then they will glue it to a 3rd 
sheet of paper.  Repeat however many times they 
want.  (Option:  have students use pencil to draw 
the ¼ border around the animal before they cut.)

Step 2:  Animal Details
Students add details to their animals using 
layered pieces of construction paper.  If a detail is 
very small, they can use extra fine permanent 
markers for details.
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Step 3:  Background Pattern
Talk with students about how they can use 
contrasting, warm and cool colors in their 
patterns. Once they have 3-4 different colored 
borders around their animal, they need to glue 
their animal down to a background piece of 
paper.

Students overlap the background shapes/
patterns using the same technique they did with 
the animal (see above) Cut a ¼ border around 
the shape.  Repeat as many times as needed.  
Repeat for each shape in the pattern.

Tip:  Due to how time consuming this project can 
be, keep the final 9x12 or smaller.  Students can 
also choose their own theme for the Mola.

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Students will create collage by 
designing a paper Mola

Materials
• Colored construction paper 9x12
• Scissors
• Glue stick
• Scrap paper
• Animal photographs

Motivation
• Teach students about the history of the Kuna 

Indians and Molas.  Show examples of Mola 
patterns and designs.  

• Discuss the characteristics of Molas.  How are 
patterns used in Molas?  Why is color important 
to Molas?  What was the purpose for creating 
Molas?  

• Connect to social studies. 


