
“Clay Cupcakes”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Construct the Bottom
First, students make the bottom of the cupcake. I 
purchased silicone cupcake liners that are re-
usable. They make a pinch pot and then press it 
into the mold. Turn it upside down to peel the 
flexible mold back! A perfectly sized cupcake 
bottom that is realistic in size. 

Step 2:  Construct the Top
Next, students start on the top of the cupcake. 
They make a small pancake slab and cut it it to fit 
on their bottom.  Then, they make a small coil 
they attach the bottom of that pancake.  This will 
keep the top from sliding out of the bottom.

On the top of their pancake, students can design 
the top of the cupcake. I demonstrate several 
methods to design the top. Students choose 
what they want to do.  I demo a large coil, a pinch 
pot you can carve away at, and how to pinch up 
the top to design it how you choose. Some kids 
add cherries, candles or even little figurines.
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Form

Step 3:  Glaze
After they dry, and come out of the kiln,  students 
paint the bottoms white. This gives the cupcakes 
a uniform look when they are displayed together.  
Then, we glaze the tops. I use Speedball Low Fire 
Glazes.

Tip: For the design, I tell the students to please 
choose a color scheme, instead of making it look 
like a rainbow exploded on the cupcake! It helps 
them plan our their design better and make them 
look a little more refined. I limit to 4 colors.
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Objective:  Student will use slip, score, pinch 
and coil to create a 3D work of art.

Materials
• Clay (any kind!) 
• Clay Tools
• Glaze 
• Silicon Cupcake molds

Motivation
• Talk about Thiebauld and the subject matter he 

created with (Food)! 

• Talk about and review the different types of clay 
attachment and construction methods from the 
past years. 

• Vocabulary includes: Coil, Slip, Score, Pinch and 
Pull. 


